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MIDDLE EAST

IN DECEMBER 2010,
THE FIRST IN WHAT
WOULD BECOME A SERIES
OF UPRISINGS BEGAN IN TUNISIA|
SPREADING ACROSS A NOUMBER
OF NORTH AFRICAN AND MIDDLE
EAQTERN COUNTRIES. IN SYRIA,
AN OPPOSITION MOVEMENT
ROSE UP IN 2011 To
DEMAND MORE
DEMOCRACY.
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THINGS TOOK
A BAD TURN.

MET WITH VIOLENT CRACKDOWNS BY THE SYRIAN ARMY,
THE MOVEMENT TOOK UP ARMS, AND MILITARY CONFLICT
SPREAD THROUGROUT THE COUNTRY.




THE CONFLICT DEGENERATED INTO BOTH A CIVAL WAR AND A SECTARIAN WAR AT ONCE,
IN WHICH MANY BIFFERENT SECTARIAN FOREIGN POWERS INTERVENED, FINANCIALLY, MILITARILY
AND MIPLOMATICALLY.

REBELLION, :
MILITIAS, TERRORISM,
A REGIME ON EDBGE...

CITIES IN THEIR
ENTIRETY WERE

DESTROYED.

AS 1S OFTEN THE CASE,
THE CIVILIAN POPULATION
WERE THE PRIMARY
VICTIMS.

A DEATH TOLL OF
§00,000 TO DATE.
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TO ESCAPE THE MURDEROUS, CATASTROPHIC CONFLICT, MANY SYRIANS
FLED THE WAR ZONES OR THE COUNTRY ENTIRELYX.

AND MILLIONS BECAME REFUGEES, MAINLY IN
JORDAN, TURKEY, LEBANON...

ALMOST 412 MILLION PEOPLE
WERE DBDISPLACED IN TOTAL.




UM, SORRY, DO YOU
KNOW WHERE THIS
BUS 1S HEADING?

STRAIGHT
AHEAD,
ELSEWHERE!

EXCUSE
Yov!

THAT'S WHERE
I'M HEADED
AS WELL.

WAKE ME UP WHEN
WE GET THERE,
CHRICKIES.

SERIOUSLY?




IT'S ME, KHADIIA! A MAN ON THE BUS LENT ME HIS PHONE.

THEY DESTROYED EVERYTHING, WALID! THEWHOLE BUILDING'S
A PILE OF RUBRLE' SHELLS FALLING LIKE RAIN! WE CAN'T EVEN

TELL WHO'S FIRING! MY BROTHER WAS KILLED!
I'M COMING WITH THE KIbS TO JOIN YOU (N LERANON....

WE'LL MAKE
IT WORK.

WE HAVE
NOTHING
LEFT, BOSS.




HOW LONG
WILL THEY BE
STAYING FOR?

| DON'T KNOW...
THERE'S A WAR ON.

FROM THE TIME WHEN
THE FARM BELONGED TO
MY DAD..

/ BUT \WHY HERE,
: WITH US?
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WHO'LL BE A AN
PAYING FOR THEIR/ —\ NGO'
SHELTER? /

AND WHAT
bO WE GET
OUT OF IT?

WALID'S

BEEN COMING
TO \WORK HERE
EVERY SEASON
FOR 15 YEARS!

INSTEAD OF BEING HERE

JUST FOR THE HARVEST
SEASON, WALID CAN
WORK FOR ME THE
WHOLE YEAR ROUND. /£

NGO: Non- governmental organization



ARE YOU OUT OF YOUR MIND?
THE SYRIANS OCCUPIED THIS COUNTRY
FOR 30 YEARS! MY FATHER DISAPPEARED
AT A SYRIAN ARMY CHECKPOINT!

IT'S NOT AT ALL
THE SAME THING!

AND NOW
THEY'RE
COMING BACK,
AND YOU,
NOU'RE..

NEIGHBORHOOD \WAS

SHELLED ... @7

AND THESE ARE
THEIR CHILDREN
I'M GUESSING ...

LET’S FIND YOU SOME

COME ON,
CLOTHES THAT ACTUALLY FIT.) .

FOLLOW ME,

LOOK AT THAT ONE,
SWIMMING IN

HIS SHORTS!




ARE THE LERANESE
GOING TO DO ThIQ
FOR ALL THE REFUGEES?

UH... I DON'T

SHELTERS,

e

AND HOW MANY
REFUGEES ARE THERE
AN TOTAL?

ABOUT
A MILLION,
OFFICIALLY..

AND HOW MANY
LEBANESE
ARE THERE®

OTHER COUNTRIES NEED
TO TAKE THEM IN AS WELL.

AND... WHAT'S THE
POPULATION OF EUROPEY ( umMM... )

THEY ARE. LOOK,
IT'S WRITTEN HERE!

<7 EUROPE,FOR EXAMPLE, -
: HAS TAKEN IN
4 MILLION!




TRIPOLI, LEBANON

EIGHT FAMILIES
ON YOUR FARM?

FARM WORK NEEDS A LOT OF
HIRED HANDS. AND IN AKKAR,
THOSE HANDS HAVE ALWAYS
REEN SYRIAN, HAVEN'T THEY?

HAHAL WHAT'S
CHANGED 18 YOU PAY
THEM NOW EVEN

LESS THAN BEFORE,

SO BDONT YOU &O

LECTURING ME!
SUDBDENLY, LIKE MAGIC,

YOU'VE GOT ONLY SYRIANS
WORKING IN YOUR FACTORY!

IT'S NOT

MY FAULT!
THE LERANESE DON'T
,WANT ToO DO THIS

THAT'S NORMAL .
'M LETTING THEM LIVE
ON MY LAND.

HARA! YOU
TIGHT - FISTED
MISER!

LET THEM GO
BACK TO WHERE
THEY CAME FROM!
I'M SICtk OF IT!

WELL.
AT LEAST NOT FOR

THE SAME MEAGER PAY
YOU GIVE THE SYRIANS
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THEY'RE ALD
WORTHLESS

GOOD-FOR-NOTHINGS,
THESE SYRIANS.

WE'VE ALL
GOTTA HELP
EACH OTHER

' e
YOU CUT RIGHT
TO THE CHASE,
BDON'T YOU..

SO, VH.w NOT TOO MANY RIGHT NOW ™\

BUT | JUST GOT A CALL, \ HAVE
To BE IN SAIDA TOMORROW
MORNING TO MEET WITH
AN NGO.

OF COURSE, THE
NGOg JUST KEEP
MULTIPLYING WITH
ALL THIS MESS..

YOU'RE

N6Os ARE THE WAYS
OTHER COUNTRIES GET
TO FEEL GOOD AROUT
 THEMSELVES WHILE

HOW'S IT GOING
IN SAIDA, BO YOU
HAVE MANY SYRIANS
THERE?

YALLA,
GOTTA GO,

ARE WE DOING
A TOUR OF SAIDA
TOMORROW?

SAIDA CAN BE JUST
TWO PAGES AWAY
IF WE WANT !

GO ON,POUR US
3 ARAKS INSTEAD

E'RE TALKING ANIMALSY
IN A COMIC, WE CAN bO
WHATEVER WE WANT! /




AND

YES, RIGHT HERE. A FRIEND

ARE YOU TOOK ME TO THE HEALTH
GETTING IT
CENTER HE GDES .
LOOKED AT? € 2 iy

iT'S KIND OF YoU

| TO coME WITH Mg,
| MY BACK Is KILLING

I\ ME RIGHT NOW-.

"THE TEAM
IS EXCELLENT,

HONESTLY, WITH ALL

THE NGOs, THE HEALTH
CARE SYSTEM IS A
LOT BETTER.

| SEE MY REPAIRS
ARE HOLDING UP WELL!

RR R
AH! WATCH OUT
MY FRIEND!

COME ON IN
CHILDREN!

OH OMAR!

o LET THEM PLAY
THANKS

AWMAD !

A LITTLE!
IT'S LATE AND | ONLY JUST
IT'S A SCHOOL, REPAIRED

NIGHT!

THEIR CART,.



OH!
GOOD EVENING!

THEY WORK WITH A NGO
THAT FOLLOWS UP ON PATIENT'S
\ FILES AND COVERS PART OF THE
TREATMENT COST.

WE WENT THERE
WHEN MY \WIFE GAVE

BIRTH AND WHEN THE
CHILDREN 60T sick.

HI OMAR:!

/i ARIT'S A
GREAY HEALTH /
CENTER

I DIBN'T
_ SEE You.

HOW ARE YOoUL?

L WAS JUST SAYING
HoW YOU RECOMME NDED
THE HEALTH CENTER
TO ME.

IS HE YOUR
BRUILBIN G
WATCHMAN?

I ALRO HAD
THE RIGHT TO GET
HELP!

AND HIS
KIiDdS

LOVE ME.

YEAH, HE'S A
GREAT GUY.

YOU SAVED
MY LIFE
OMAR

QYRIAN,
\SN'T HE?

7" NSHALL AN,
You'LL FEEL
BETTER SOON,

S0, YOU
WERE JUST

SAYING THAT
THE SYRIANS...

OMAR'S
AMAZING!

YEAW, RUT OMAR'S
DIFFERENT!

THERE'S SOME
GOOD ONES! THEY'RE
NOT ALL THE SAME!




SAIDA  THE
NEXT DAY

BUT THE WORK WAS DELAYED..
AND NOW ONLY THE GROUND
FLOOR IS FINISHED.

| STARTED CONSTRUCTING
THIS BUILDING FOR MY SON
WHO'S GETTING MARRIED

SOON...

S S i

SO I'M WILLING TO PUT SOME
SYRIAN REFUGEES LP HERE
ON THE SECOND FLOOR  IF
THAT HELPS...

WE'RE LOOKING FOR ACCOMODATIONS
LIKE THIS ONE. THIS IS WHAT WE

PROPOSE: YOU FINISH UP THE WALLS
AND WE'LL PAY FoR THE DOORS
AND WINDOWS...

y «

AS WELL AS THE UTILITY

CONNECTIONS WATER
AND ELECTRICITY.

IN EXCHANGE, YOU'LL AGREE
TO HOUSE A SYRIAN FAMILY
FOR A MINIMUM oF
ONE YEAR...

YOU WON'T BE GETTING ANY.
WE'RE ACTUALLY PAYING FOR oK,
MOST OF TRE CONSTRUCTION AGREED.

RIGHT, OF
OF COURSE.

\WHAT AROUT
RENT?



A SUBURR OF SAIDA

WOW! THIS PLACE
IS A MESS!

YOUR DAD
HERE?

IT'S TEMPORARY, BUILT RIGHT ON THE RIVERBANK.
MANY FAMILIES HAD SETTLED HERE ALREADY SO WE GAVE THEM

SOME CONSTRUCTION REAMS AND TARP TO IMPROVE CONDITIONS
A LITTLE. BUT LAST WINTER, THE WATERS OVERFLOODED ...

AN UPROOTED TREE
DAMAGED A LOT OF
THE SHELTERS...

=

=/ BUT THE
WORST

A CHILD WAS
CARRIED AWAY
BY THE CURRENT@




GOOD NEwS!

THERE'LL BE NEW
HOUSING READY SOON, ACTUAL
APARTMENTS! WE SHOULD SOON
BE ARLE To OFFER YOU
SOMETHING MORE SECURE.

ALSO, IT'S NOT SO FAR FROM
HERE, YOU'LL BE ABLE TO KEEP
YOUR J0B AS A BUS DRIVER.

IT WiLL BE BETTER
FOR THE CHILDREN To0,
THE SCHOOL WILL BE
CLOSER.

WE CAN'T DO

ANOTHER
YEAR HERE.

YES, WHICH IS WHY
THIS SCHOOL HAS A SPECIAL
CURICCULUM FOR SYRIAN
KIDS EVERY AFTERNOON.

SCHoOL ? NONE OF THE CHILDREN OF
THE THREE FAMILIES LWING HERE ARE IN
SCHOOL! THE LEBANESE PROGRAM IS ToO
DIFFERENT, THEY COULBN'T KEEP UP.

AFTERNOONS,
HUM ?

MAYBE I'LL FINALLY BE ABLE
TO TAKE A NAP...

THEY CAN
GO BACK...




7 ARE YOU GONNA MAKE
THIS FACE THE
WHOLE TIME?

WELL, WE HAVE To BO

IT'S BAD
FOR BUSINESS, SOMETHING TO EARN
THAT FACE! SOME MONEY!

WHATEVER. NO ONE
WANTS ANY OF YOUR
CORN ANYWAY,

“HOW BO YOU SUGGEST
WE FEED YOUR
BRROTHERS AND SISTERS ?

THEY DON'T WANT ME
AT THE GARAGE
ANYMORE
THEY HIRED A
SYRIAN INSTEAD, LIK
EVERYBODY ELSE,

YOUR WORK
AT THE GARAGE
WAS A HUNDRED
TIMES BETTER!

COME HELP ME,
WE HAVE TO ABD

J LEARNING HOW TO
B, ae A MECHANIC.




WELL, THERE ARE OTHER

YES, BUT THE SYRIANS ARE
GARAGES, AREN'T THERE?

ALSO GOOb MECHANICS!

ALSO YOU'RE
THE BEST
MECHANIC

IN THE WORLD!

AND
THEY'RE LESS
EXPENSIVE!

WHY ARE THEY
LESS EXPENSIVER®

IDON'T
KNOW..

RECAUSE
THEY'RE REFUGEES,
BECAUSE THEY'RE
GETTING HELP FROM
THE UNITED NATIONS,
FROM NGOs...

YOU'RE ANNOYING
ME WITH YOUR
QUESTIONS\

GO FETCH
THE COAL,
WILL YOU!




I KNOW, 1T'S WEIRD,
HUFF, I DON'T GET IT, IN LEBANON
!

HUFF... i . [Y0U NEVER KNOW
e S : 3] WHEN YOU

MIGHT GET THERE,
THAT'S ALL!

WE'RE AT
LEAST FIVE
PAGES PAST

AND EVEN SO THE COUNTRY'S
GOING TO REMAIN UNSTABLE
FOR NUMRER OF YEARS.

WE CAN'T REALLY
SAY THAT..

HUH...

STILL, THERE
MUST BE ..

ISN'T THE WAR N
SYRIA OVER NOW?

HEY THERE ARE PEOPLE TRYING
TO <SLEEP HERE! YOU G60ONNA
SHUT YOUR T A ¢

SORRY WE DIDN'T THINK
ANYONE LIVED HERE.

BUT PEOPLE
LIVE HERE.

et S



I'M AT THE AGE TWO YEARS, COMPULSORY. I'D HAVE
WHERE'D V'D TO SERVE THE ARMY THAT DESTROYED
HAVE 7O DO MY MY NEIGHBORHOOD, MY SCHOOL ...

MILITARY SERVICE, 4 EVTHER THAT, OR
o —

GO BACK
TO SYRIA?

IMPOSSIBLE.

AND THE PRISON
IN SYRIA IS...

MILITARY SERVICE IS OUT
OF THE QUESTION FOR ME,
THEY'LL SEND ME TO THE

WERE,WE CAN WORK,
WE MAKE A LITTLE
MONEY, AND IF SOMEDAY

ARD 1F] THE SITUATION IN
REFUSE, YR \:IPROVES
THEY'LL } ' N

KILL ME

1T'S HARD, BUT
AT LEAST WE'RE
NOT AFRAID HERE.

THE LEBANESE
HELP US OUT.

BUT OUR COUNTRY
18 SYRIA

LEBANON
IS A SAFE
HEAVEN
FOR US.

BUT \T'S HARD
FOR THEM TOO,

THAT'S WHERE WE
WANT TO LIVE.

ALL RIGHT, GOTTA HIT
il THE SACK.. TOMORROW WE'RE
A\ RACK To THE OLD GRIND'

HE'S GOT SOME
NERVE. WE BARELY
OPENED OUR
MOUTHS!




e e e

/ LAST MONTH. HE FELL WHILE CARRYING
A POT OF BOILING WATER. WE'D ONLY
JUST STARTED TO WORK AGAIN
AFTER MONTHR OF HAVING NOTHING.

HE USED To BE A

WHEN BID THE MECHANIC, RIGHT®

ACCIDENT

HE'S AT AN
APPOINTMENT
TODAY AT THE
HOSPITAL.

BUT HE'LL BEFINETLY
NEVER BE ONE AGAIN. &

YES, A LITTLE,
BUT IT'S FINE

AND YOU?
WERE YOU HURT

ONE OF HIS HANDS AS WELL?

WAS VERY BADLY
BURNED,

THANK YOU, %
| THOUGHT... &

IN ANY CASE, BON'T WORRY
ABOUT THE UNPAID RENT,
WE'RE GOING TO HELP YoU. [}

HELPED
SYRIANS,

YOU HAVE A RIGHT
TO ASSISTANCE
AGAINST BNICTION,




BUT WE PAID FOR
TREATMENT FOR MY
HUSBAND AND SON.

WE'RE HERE BECAUSE OF THE
SYRIAN CRISIS, BUT WE'RE
HELPING EVERYONE WHO'S

BEEN IMPACTED BY IT.

k)

THE SYRIANS,
OF COURSE,
RUT ALSO THE
PALESTINIANS,
AS WELL AS
LOWER- INCOME
LEBANESE.

THE REFUGEES
GET FREE
MEDICAL CARE.

\WE PAY PART OF THEIR TREATMENT,
BUT THE LEBANESE ARE ALSO
ELIGIBLE \F THEY QUALIFY FOR MELP...

NOT FOR
EVERYONE.

THE SITUATION
1S DIFFICULT
FOR EVERYONE.

SOME PEOPLE ARE
MAKING A GOOD LIING
OFF THE SYRIANS ...
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WE
IPLIT
| HALF AND

WATCH OUT,
SOMEONE'S
COMING!
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1 SAID 1 WAS
SORRY!

STAY THERE,
I'™M COMING TO GET
THE T-SHIRT!

\T'S
REALLY PRETTY,
WELL, WHAT YOU'RE

SYRIANS!

IT'S WEIRD,
BUT PRETTY.

T MAm
HEAD SPIN

A LITTLE..

| HEARD HER ACCENT.
ANYWAY, THERE'S

NO ONE RUT SYRIANS

HERE NOW ANYMORE!

YOU DON'T THINK
THERE'S ENOUGH
OF US HERE
ALREADY 2!

THIS IS A
PALE STINIAN
REFUGEE CAMP,
IN CASE YOU
HABN'T NGTICE B!

YES, 1 KNOW...
Do

SORRY AGAIN,
HERE LET ME
GET THAT.

N

D), Q—

WE'VE BEEN
| CRAMMED IN HERE
LIKE CATTLE

SINCE 194 %! @




MY HUSBRAND'S SISTER

MARRIED A PALESTINIAN
THEY LIVE HERE AND WE'RE
STAYING WITH THEM,

YEAR, THAT'S \WHAT
EVERYONE SAYS!
AT FIRST T WAS ONLY A FEW
PEOPLE,AND NOW IT'S
FOUR FAMILIES TO EVERY
APARTMENT

PALESTINIANS ARE
ALREADY FORBIDDEN
FROM HALF THE
PROFEQSUIONS IN THIS
COUNTRY AND WE CAN'T
EVEN VOTE OR OWN

HAVE TO MOVE
OVER TO MAKE
ROOM FOR

You ?

WE
HAD NOWMERE
ELSE TO 60!

IT'S TOOMUCH |
IT'S ENOUGH!

AREN'T |
RIGHT
SIR ?

AREN'T THERE
JUST Too MANY
SYRIANS®

)

QYRIANS
EVERY\WHERE\

NO BUT WAIT... MY GRAND

I'WAS BORN IN SYRIA, PARENTS FOR SURE!

‘ ]

N HOMS, BUT I'M SOUGHT REFULGE WE DON'T PAY RENT,
ACTUALLY PALESTINIAN. IN SYRIA

OR WATER, OR
ELECTRICITY HERE,
BUT tT'S A
\LIMITED SPACE!

IN '4ag.

MY PARENTS
WERE BORN THERE
AND SO WAS \.

BUT My
NEIGHBORHOOD
WASY DESTROYED.

™ WE CAN'T

EVEN
BOIWLP
| CAME HERE BECAUSE TO MAKE
THIS 1S WHERE THE \'T BIGGER!

PALESTINIANS ARE. @



You'd BE BET TER
OFF WORKING THAN
PAINTING ALL OVER
THE WALLS.

DIDN'T YOU HAVE
A JOB IN SYRIA?

' WAS A /
DANCER.

| WAS A MEMBER OF
A BIG INTERNATIONAL
BALLET COMPANY.

I'VE DANCED
ALL OVER
THE WORLD

PARIS
MADRID
BERLIN

WHAT'S UP

WITH HIM? THEY USED ‘ I'VE DANCED
TO SAY: ! v\ub EVE RYWHERE,
; T I TELL YOU!
“OH, YOU'RE

SYRIAN?

NO PROBLEM!

HERE'S YOUR
visat' [/



NOowW THEY
TELL ME:

"YOU WERE RORN A
REFUGEE IN SYRIA AND
NOW YOU'RE A REFUGEE
AGAIN, HERE, IN LEBANON.,

How
DOES THAT
EVEN MAKE
SENSE?

“YOV'RE A REFUGEE
WHO BE CAME
A REFUGEE "

THREE WERE
BORN IN SYRIA AND ARE
“PALESTINIAN SYRIAN

REFUGEES| LIKE ME.

—

A HOVSEPAINTER WHEN
| CAN GET THE WORK.

| HAVE
CHILDREN
TO FEED.

THE LAST WAS
BORN HERE,

SHE'S A
“PALESTINIAN REFUGEE
FROM SYRIA BORN _/ |F SHE MARRIES A
IN LERANON™! /LEBANESE, HER CHILDREN

WILL BE LEBANESE ... : %}{‘%ﬂif&‘ksﬁ 73
Y

8UT NOT
DOES MY PAINTING IT'S THE LAW

HER.
MAKE YOUR HEAD " THA;] \I?AKES

SPIN?
_HEAD SPIN}

NEVER
HER\

BUT SHE WAS
BORN HERE!




WHAT ARE YOU
DOING THERE
IN THE STREET?

ALL RIGHT
THEN,
GOOBBYE.

um,
GOODRYE.

GOObLBYE
LADIES,

INSIDE!

COME o,
IT'S NOT ALL
THAT ...

EVER

HE LLO/\/\
YTHING
EVERYONE!

ALL RIGHT?




(6 WE WANT. )
WE GOT THREE
MORE APPLICATIONS
TODAN.

YOUNG SYRIANS,
OF COURSE .

SO WE WERE
WONBERING WHAT
WE'RE SUPPOSED TO DO...

WHAT DOES
THAT MEAN,
SUPPOSED TO DO?

SUPPOSED
To Do®

WELL THENW—\_,__Q\
DO WRAT WE WE'RE NOT LEAVING

THEM OUT IN THE STREET!
ALWAYS b&

HAVE WE EVER
ONCE TURNED ANY
CHILDREN AWAY FROM

THIS KINDERGARTEN?

ONE DAY,
WE WON'T €
ABLE To...

AND YET,
WE STiLL SOMEHOW
Do IT!

WE RAVEN'T
BEEN ABLE
TO FOR A
LONG TIME!

.. | THINK | FOUND

SOMEONE TO RUN
SOME DANCE

WORKSHOPS!

\

OFF-TOPIC




IT'S LIKE X \F YOU CAN

THE TENTH GET LS =
TIME You [UP THERE
\ IT'S THAT , ' NO,NO\.
IT'LL BE WITH ALL

SAY THAT!

~ WAY, | CAN ’ THESE CAN I
i LINES®? i

A\ IMPOSRSIBLE!

G\VE ME

WELL, WE'D LIKE TO
\ GET OUT OF HERE...

HERE...

THANK YOU,
THANK YOV,
MR PAINTER!

IT'S THAT
WAY !

IR .




ALL RIGHT, EXCUSE ME?
lewrom e ()

ARE WE?

T UMM... OK,
BUT WHERE DID
WE END UP? j



DOES IT
MATTER?

IN LEBANON.

YES R ?Wm .
| KNOW.

WHERE IN
LEBANON?

HERE OR
THERE, IT'S ALL
THE SAME...

DON'T YOU LIKE
LEBANON?

THAT

IT SHOULD
BE ...

\ I THINK THE
LERANESE HAVE
HAD ENOUGH

OF US.

YOU'RE WRONG. THAT WAY!

IS BDEATH

REALLY?) =@




THE REAL
QUESTION

CAN WE WAIT
WITH YOu?

YOU THINK
WE'LL HAVE TO
WAIT LONG?

\'VE GOT
A CRAMP.
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